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THE  LAW  OF  TITHING. 


An  address  delivered  by  Apostle 
Stephen  L.  Richards,  at  the  99th 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Church, 
5th,  6th,  7th  April,  1929,  at  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah — 

My  subject  is  tithing.  I  can 
scarcely  hope  to  contribute  a  single 
new  thought  to  this  matter,  but  I 
have  felt  that  the  importance  of  it 
would  serve  to  challenge  your  in- 
terest, and  I  have  hoped  that  some 
good  might  result  from  a  discussion 
of  it.  For  some  things  that  I  may 
say  I  acknowledge  indebtedness  to 
a  little  volume  which  has  recently 
been  placed  in  my  hands  called 
"Dealing  Squarely  With  God." 

"  You  can  usually  tell  the  sin- 
cerity of  a  man's  interest  in  any- 
thing by  the  way  he  puts  his  money 
into  it."  Indeed,  it  has  been  said 
that  the  measure  of  a  man's 
Christianity  may  be  determined  by 
the  way  he  gets  and  spends  his 
money.  It  is  said  that  Jesus  had 
more  to  say  about  money  and  pro- 
perty, strange  as  it  may  seem,  than 
about  any  other  subject.  In  sixteen 
of  thirty-eight  of  his  parables 
money  and  property  are  made  his 
theme. 

After  all,  "  Is  not  money  my- 
self ?  Money  is  the  medium  for 
which  men  exchange  their  abilities, 
ingenuity  and  labour.       When  a 


man  gives  his  money  he  is  giving 
himself,  and  the  way  a  man  gives 
his  money  is  the  way  he  gives  him- 
self. Money  is  myself.  I  am  a 
labouring  man,  we  will  say,  and 
can  wield  a  pick-axe  and  hire  my- 
self out  for  a  week  at  two  dollars 
a  day.  At  the  close  of  the  week 
I  get  twelve  dollars  and  I  put  it  in 
my  pocket.  What  is  that  twelve 
dollars  ?  It  is  a  week's  worth  of 
my  muscle  put  into  greenbacks  and 
pocketed.  That  is,  I  have  got  a 
week's  worth  of  myself  in  my 
pocket."  So,  when  a  man  gives 
the  money  that  he  has  earned,  he 
is  giving  literally  of  himself.  Giv- 
ing is  worship.  We  are  com- 
manded not  to  appear  before  the 
Lord  empty-handed."  Not  that 
the  Lord  needs  the  gift,  but  that 
man  needs  to  give. 

The  first  principle  of  religion  is 
recognition  of  God — faith.  The 
real  test  of  that  recognition  is  giv- 
ing. By  that  test  we  may  judge 
with  accuracy  the  religious  attitude 
of  our  country.  In  a  recent  year 
statistics  reveal  the  fact  that  more 
money  was  spent  for  face  powders 
and  cosmetics ;  more  for  ice  cream, 
soft  drinks  and  chewing  gum ; 
more  for  cigarettes,  respectively, 
than  the  total  sum  expended  to 
support  all  churches.       May  that 
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not  be  a  criterion  by  which  we  may 
safely  judge  the  religious  attitude, 
the  deep-set  religious  feeling  of  the 
people  of  the  country  %    Do  not  the 
words  of  Malachi  seem  pertinent: 
"  Will  a  man  rob  God  ?     Yet 
ye  have  robbed  me.     But  ye  say, 
wherein  have  we  robbed  thee  ? 
In  tithes  and  offerings." 
We   do   not   rob   God   by   with- 
holding our  gift  in  the  sense  that 
we  deprive  him  of  the  substance 
of  earth.    He  always  has  that  sub- 
stance, never  relinquishing  it.   But 
we  rob  Him  of  the  satisfaction  and 
the  joy  that  He  must  feel  when 
His  children  respond  to  His  man- 
dates   and    open    their    hearts    in 
giving  and  in  worship.     Someone 
has  said,  "  God  never  gives  a  quit- 
claim deed  ;  He  only  grants  a  lease- 
hold estate,   and  he  who  receives 
the    lease    must    ever    return    the 
rental.'' 

Now  the  Lord  has  commanded 
that  a.  rental  be  returned  for  all 
the  substance  and  for  all  the  bless- 
ings which  He  has  given  to  His 
children.  Christ  bought  us  with  a 
price,  so  we  are  told  in  the  Scrip- 
ture. Is  it  to  be  thought  that  we 
are  to  gain  salvation  without  a 
price,  without  giving  and  paying 
for  it  ?  When  we  speak  of  paying 
in  this  sense  we  do  not  mean  that 
pay  which  is  given  as  if  in  barter, 
but  we  mean  the  return  of  sub- 
stance which  is  committed  to  our 
stewardship  and  which  we  hold  in 
trust  for  the  one  who  has  so  blessed 
us. 

I  like  to  think  of  the  Lord  as 


a  partner,  because  the  essence  of 
partnership  is  a  sharing  of  profits. 
It  is,  however,  indispensable  in  a 
partnership  that  there  shall  also  he 
a  sharing  of  the  burdens  of  the 
enterprise.  The  honour  and  the 
satisfaction  that  come  to  one  in 
realisation  that  he  lives  his  life  in 
partnership  with  God  is  to  me  a 
lofty  and  exalting  thought.  One 
cannot  hope  to  realise  the  profits 
from  that  venture  without  bearing 
his  portion  of  the  expense — the 
giving  which  is  requisite. 

The  Church  generally  is  prob- 
ably the  only  society  in  the  world 
where  a  man  is  not  suspended  from 
membership  for  failure  to  pay  his 
dues.  I  think  that  in  substantially 
every  other  organised  body  of  men 
for  social  or  material  gain  if  a 
man  fails  to  pay  his  stipulated  con- 
tribution he  is  dropped.  While 
the  Church  does  not  drop  from 
membership  those  who  fail  to  pay, 
I  feel  very  certain  that  those  who 
fail  to  pay  their  stipulated  portion 
are  automatically  dropped  from 
the  real  advantages  of  Church  par- 
ticipation and  the  blessings  that 
inure  from  inactivity  within  it. 

"  Prove  me  now  herewith,  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not 
open  you  the  windows  of  heaven," 
speaking  to  those  whom  he  had 
admonished  to  pay  their  tithes  and 
offerings.  What  comes  from  the 
windows  of  heaven?  Both  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  blessings. 
Temporal  blessings  accrue  largely 
from  the  cultivation  of  thrift 
habits.     The  payment  of  tithes  of 
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necessity  compels  an  orderly 
arrangement  of  one's  affairs. 
Accounting  is  indispensable.  Bud- 
geting is  necessary.  Saving 
follows.  All  of  which  are  neces- 
sary to  financial  success. 

It  was  Victor  Hugo  who  said: 
"  Above  all,  teach  the  children  to 
save.  Economy  is  the  sure  founda- 
tion for  all  virtues."  I  heard  a 
banker  say  not  long  ago  that  if 
tithing  served  no  other  purpose 
than  to  secure  an  orderly  adjust- 
ment of  one's  affairs,  a  budgeting 
of  the  income  and  expenses,  it 
would  be  invaluable.  I  feel  sure 
that  he  who  pays  his  tithes  not  only 
has  a  better  conception  of  economy, 
but  he  is  indulging  in  a  practice 
which  will  bring  him  into  better 
thrift  habits  and  enable  him  to  go 
forward  toward  financial  pros- 
perity. 

Observance  of  tithing  brings 
spiritual  power,  and  after  all  that 
to  me  is  the  main  thing.  Religion 
is  more  than  mere  repose  or  relaxa- 
tion. It  is  positive  spiritual  exer- 
cise. 

One  who  is  honest  with  God  is 
apt  to  be  honest  with  his  neighbour 
and  with  his  employer.  The  need 
of  honesty  is  attested  everywhere 
and  particularly  in  our  own  com- 
munities by  defalcations,  the  extent 
and  magnitude  of  which  make  us 
all  blush  with  shame.  I  can 
scarcely  conceive  of  a  man  who  is 
honest  with  his  God  not  being 
honest  with  his  fellow-man;  and  I 
can  well  advocate  the  payment  of 
our  tithing  in  a  straightforward, 


square,  honest  way  as  being  a  safe 
foundation  on  which  to  build  those 
principles  of  integrity  that  shall 
make  honest  men  and  women  in 
the  community. 

The  need  of  the  tithe  in  the 
prosecution  of  God's  work  must  be 
apparent  to  all  of  you.  There  are 
so  many  avenues  in  whtch  sums 
may  be  expended  to  promote  the 
work  that  I  can  scarcely  take  time 
to  mention  them.  Not  long  ago  I 
had  the  privilege  of  travelling  in 
one  of  the  Missions  of  the  Church. 
I  was  delighted  to  observe  that  in 
many  rural  sections  which  are  not 
in  the  van  of  our  progress  and 
civilisation  the  Church  has  caused 
to  be  erected  inexpensive  but  beau- 
tiful small  chapels.  I  could  well 
conceive  the  influence  that  these 
chapels  might  exert  not  only  in  the 
furtherance  of  our  religious  views, 
but  in  their  effect  on  the  home  life, 
the  community  life,  the  habits  and 
practices  of  the  people.  These 
little  chapels  were  clean  and 
orderly,  and  I  am  sure  they  will 
bring  an  inspiration  to  many  hun- 
dreds of  home-owners  to  clean  up 
their  establishments,  to  live  in  an 
orderly  and  a  more  beautiful  way. 
If  the  Church  were  endowed  with 
sufficient  means  these  little  chapels 
could  be  extended  throughout  the 
whole  land  and  would  bring  won 
derfully  beneficent  results. 

With  our  temples  large  sums  of 
money  are  required.  Think  of  the 
great  work  of  redemption  there 
performed.  Our  whole  missionary 
cause  is,  in  large  measure,  depen- 
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dent  upon  the  iinancial  support 
that  comes  to  the  Church  and  also 
that  which  comes  to  those  who  are 
called  on  missions.  There  is  a 
very  definite  relation  between  the 
finances  of  our  people  and  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 
There  is  a  very  definite  relation 
between*missionary  work  and  debt. 
I  propose  this  constructive  prin- 
ciple of  the  Gospel  embraced  in  the 
law  of  tithing  as  a  solution  for 
many  of  our  financial  problems,  as 
a  foundation  upon  which  men  may 
build  to  bring  themselves  in  a  posi- 
tion to  accept  the  calls  that  come 
to  them  to  spread  the  great  truths 
which  are  committed  to  our 
custody. 

Every  man  who  pays  his  tithing 
should  enjoy  it.  The  Gospel  of 
Christ  is  a  gospel  of  enjoyment. 
"  Man  is  that  he  may  have  joy." 
When  one  pays  his  tithing  without 
enjoyment  he  is  robbed  of  a  part 
of  the  blessing.  He  must  learn  to 
give  cheerfully,  willingly  and  joy- 
fully, and  his  gift  will  be  blessed. 
In  order  that  he  may  receive  more 
enjoyment  he  needs  to  pay  more 
frequently.  Why  deprive  oneself 
of  the  joy  that  comes  from  this 
voluntary  giving  until  the  end  of 
the  year,  when  by  payments 
throughout  the  year  we  may  in- 
crease and  enhance  not  only  the 
joy  of  our  giving  but  the  practice 
of  it. 

I  have  found  it  to  he  a  very 
difficult  problem  in  mathematics  to 
pay  one-tenth  out  of  one-twelfth. 
T  commend  that  thought  to  those 


who  are  receiving  monthly  stipends 
and  who  indulge  the  practice  of 
paying  their  tithing  at  the  close  of 
the  year.  I  am  sure  you  will  find 
it  very  difficult  indeed  to  get  the 
tenth  out  of  the  twelfth  if  your 
tithing  remains  for  payment  until 
the  last  month.  1  can  heartily 
recommend  to  you  the  payment  of 
your  tithes  as  your  funds  come  into 
your  hands,  not  only  because  it 
will  be  easier,  but  because  greater 
blessings  will  inure  to  you. 

We  consecrate  our  lives  in  this 
Church  to  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  God.  There  is  no  higher 
evidence  of  that  consecration  than 
this  giving  which  has  been  en- 
joined upon  us  by  the  Lord.  "  He 
who  gives  himself  with  his  gift 
feeds  three — himself,  his  hunger- 
ing neighbour  and  me."  So  the 
law  of  tithing  is  the  epitome  of  the 
Gospel.  It  is  genuine  worship  and 
true  recognition  of  the  sovereignty 
of  God.  It  is  real  consecration,  the 
giving  of  the  muscle  and  energy  of 
life  to  the  cause ;  and  it  begets  the 
abundant  life  of  love  and  service 
for  which  the  Christ  came.  It  is 
a  measurement  of  true  religion. 
By  the  extent  of  its  observance 
every  man  may  determine  for  him- 
self the  vitality  of  his  own  faith 
and  love  of  God.  A  prophet  has 
said :  "  The  tenth  shall  be  holy  unto 
the  Lord."  It  will  be  holy  unto 
you,  men  and  women  of  Israel,  if 
you  give  it  lovingly,  joyfully, 
willingly,  to  the  great  cause.  God 
help  us  so  to  do,  I  ask  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Cumorah's  Southern  Cross  suc- 
ceeds the  Cumorah  Monthly  Bulle- 
tin. The  mission  of  the  little 
journal  will  remain  the  same.  It 
has  been  deemed  wise  to  enlarge 
the  scope  of  the  journal,  increase 
its  circulation  and  print  it  as  a 
registered  paper. 

Heretofore  much  time  of  the 
mission  office  force  and  the  Cape 
District  elders  has  been  occupied 
in  the  printing  of  the  Monthly 
Bulletin.  Therefore,  it  has  been 
with  a  view  to  economise  the  time 
of  the  elders  of  the  Cape  District 
and  give  them  greater  opportunity 
for  more  active  missionary  work 
among  the  people  directly,  and  give 
to  the  South  African  Mission  a 
neater  and  better  publication,  that 
decision  was  reached  to  make  the 
present  alteration. 

In  changing  the  form  and  style 
of  the  little  journal,  it  has  been 
thought  appropriate  to  change  its 
name.    The  many  names  suggested 


by  its  readers  indicate  that  popular 
opinion  welcomes  the  thought. 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross  is  a 
combination  of  some  of  the  best 
names  submitted,  and  was  decided 
upon  by  the  editors  after  long  and 
careful  study  of  all  the  names  so 
kindly  suggested. 

We  shall  consider  that  all  mis- 
sionaries, saints  and  investigators 
of  the  South  African  Mission  are 
co-owners  of  Cumorah's  Southern 
Cross,  and  therefore  shall  be  glad 
to  receive  any  suggestions,  com- 
ments, news  items  or  articles  which 
will  go  to  make  a  better  journal. 
Since  space  will  not  permit  the 
publication  of  all  material,  the 
editors  reserve  the  right  to  print 
only  the  most  appropriate  of  that 
received  and  condense  it  where 
they  deem  necessary. 

It  is  expected  that  the  subscrip- 
tion list  will  steadily  increase  and 
that  each  subscriber  will  receive 
his  or  her  copy  directly  from  the 
printer's  office. 


TITHING. 


The  readers  of  this  issue  of 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross  will 
notice  the  clear  and  faith-inspiring 
discourse  on  the  subject  of  tithing 
delivered  by  Elder  Stephen  L. 
Richards  of  the  Quorum  of  the 
Twelve,  at  the  1929  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Church  held  in  the 
great  Mormon  Tabernacle  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  5th,  6th,  7th  April. 

No  Latter-day  Saint  should  fail 
to  read  that  discourse.     It  is  pub- 
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lished  in  Cut  nor  ah' a  Southern 
Cross  so  that  the  saints  and  in- 
vestigators of  the  South  African 
Mission  might  more  fully  under- 
stand the  principle  of  tithing,  and 
learn  more  reasons  why  they 
should  pay  their  tithing  and  be- 
come entitled  to  great  blessings 
therefrom. 

Elder  Richards  says:  "  You  can 
usually  tell  the  sincerity  of  a  man's 
interest  in  anything  by  the  way  he 
puts  his  money  into  it. 
Indeed,  it  has  been  said  that  the 
measure  of  a  man's  Christianity 
may  be  determined  by  the  way  he 
gets  and  spends  his  money." 

Many  Latter-day  Saints  never 
pay  their  tithing.  Many  never 
think  of  it.  Many  know  so  little 
about  the  principle  that  they  do 
not  know  whom  to  pay  their  tithing 
to. 

If  there  are  any  persons  in  the 
South  African  Mission  who  are  not 
now  paying  tithing  to  the  Church 
and  desire  to  do  so,  they  may  pay 
it  to  the  district  presidents  or  any 
elder  of  their  district,  or  send  it 
to  the  mission  office  at  Cumorah. 
A  receipt  will  be  issued  as  graci- 
ously for  the  child's  penny  or  the 
widow's  mite  as  for  the  rich  man's 
gold. 

Thousands  of  pounds  of  tithing 
money  are  handled  yearly  by 
elders,  bishops  and  presiding 
authorities  of  the  Church,  and 
every  penny  goes  where  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  giver. 

Very  few  pounds  have  ever  been 
misused    by    those    handling    the 


tithing  money.  The  men  holding 
the  priesthood  and  on  missions,  or 
labouring  in  the  bishoprics,  or  as 
general  authorities,  are  not  re- 
quired to  give  a  bond,  for  the 
strict  accounting  to  the  Church, 
for  the  tithing  money  they  handle 
— their  word  is  as  good  as  their 
bond.  They  are  really  Christian 
gentlemen,  with  honour  and 
honesty  in  their  hearts,  placed 
there  by  God  himself,  because  of 
their  faithfulness  in  obeying  the 
law  of  tithing  themselves. 

Saints,  teach  your  children  to 
pay  tithing.  If  you,  yourselves, 
cannot  pay  a  full  tithe,  pay  as 
much  as  you  can  and  then  you  will 
gain  faith  to  pay  a  full  tenth  of 
your  income  and  the  Lord  will 
open  the  windows  of  heaven  to  you 
and  pour  you  out  the  blessings  of 
greater  faith  in  Him;  better  homes 
and  surroundings,  and  finally  the 
joy  that  comes  from  obedience  to 
the  will  of  the  Master. 

"  He  that  is  tithed  shall  not 

be  burned  at  His  coming." — D. 

&C.  64:  23. 

"  Of  that  day  and  hour  know- 

eth   no   man,   no,   not  even  the 

angels  of  heaven."' — Matt.   24: 

36. 


Four  Score  and  Two  Years  Ago. 

On  July  24th,  1847,  the  pioneers, 
led  by  Brigham  Young,  arrived  in 
Salt  Lake  Valley.  As  they  closed 
their  journey  President  Brigham 
Young  stretched  out  his  hand 
over  the  valley  and  said  :  "This 
is  the  place." 
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SPECIAL   NEWS. 


President  Don  Mack  Dalton, 
who  was  operated  on  13th  June 
for  appendicitis,  is  recovering  in 
splendid  fashion.  Since  return- 
ing, 2nd  July,  to  Cumorah  from 
Aliwal  North  Hospital,  where  he 
was  operated  upon  by  Dr. 
(Brother)  Philipp  Wagner,  Presi- 
dent Dalton  has  convalesced 
nicely  and  is  now  carrying  on  the 
duties  of  mission  president  with 
his  usual  vigorous  manner.  He 
reports  that  Dr.  Wagner  and  his 
wife  were  very  kind  and  consider- 
ate and  good  to  him,  and  that  the 
nurses  in  attendance  at  the  hospital 
gave  him  every  attention  and  much 
kind  assistance.     He  feels  that  the 

Lord  has  greatly  blessed  him. 

*  *  * 

Elder  Clarence  S.  Barker 
arrived  in  Cape  Town,  16th  July, 
aboard  the  s.s.  "  Themistocles," 
having  come  to  South  Africa  via 
Australia. 

Elder  Barker,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  "  Deseret  News " 
editorial  staff  in  Salt  Lake  City 
before  coming  on  his  mission,  will 
assist  President  Don  Mack  Dalton 
and  Elder  Vern  D.  Greene  with 
Cumorah' s  Southern  Cross,  being 
assigned  to  the  position  of  News 
Editor.  He  will  also  do  regular 
missionary  work  in  and  around 
Cape  Town. 

*  *  He 

Dr.  (Brother)  and  Sister 
Philipp  Wagner  and  two  young 
sons,  Desmond  and  Norman 
Arthur,    of    Aliwal    North,    were 


visitors  at  "  Cumorah  "  from  14th 
to  17th  July.  Dr.  Wagner  and 
family  came  to  Cape  Town  to 
spend  a  holiday  and  for  the  doctor 
to  attend  a  series  of  lectures  and 
conferences  of  representative  phy- 
sicians of  the  Union.  The 
Wagners  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  holiday  at  Sea  Point.  Their 
visit  to  "  Cumorah "  was  much 
appreciated. 

*  *  * 

"  Tex  "  and  "  Peggy  "  Merritt, 
of  Boswell's  Circus,  visited  at 
"  Cumorah  "  for  a  few  days,  leav- 
on  Friday,  12th  July,  for  England 
per  the  R.M.S.  "  Saxon."' 
On  11th  July  Brother  Merritt  was 
baptized  by  Elder  Vern  D.  Greene. 
The  Baptizmal  Service  was  held 
in  connection  with  the  Mowbray 
Branch  Relief  Society  meeting. 
Sister  "  Peggy "  has  done  much 
missionary  work  and  sold  many 
Books  of  Mormon  during  the  past 
eighteen  months  of  her  life  as  an 
actress.  Brother  Merritt  arrived 
in  Cape  Town  on  29th  November, 
1926,  on  the  "Arundel  Castle ?' 
with  Elders  Free,  Duncan,  Hol- 
land, Evans,  Larson  and  Beck- 
stead.  These  elders  preached  the 
Gospel  to  him  and  he  purchased  a 
Book  of  Mormon.  The  young 
couple  were  married  about  ten 
months  ago  and  were  each  pleased 
to  learn  that  the  other  understood 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

*  *  * 

After  receiving  his  honourable 
release,  Elder  William  B.  Holland 
embarked  on  19th  July  aboard  the 


a 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS 


R.M.S.  "  Arundel  Castle,"  bound 
for  Southampton.  Elder  Holland 
expects  to  make  a  short  tour  of 
England  and  the  Continent  before 
sailing  for  America  and  returning 
to  his  home  at  Rigby,  Idaho. 

Elder  Holland  has  been  district 
president  at  both  Kimberley  and 
Bloemfontein,  and  has  also 
laboured  in  Johannesburg  and 
Cape  District.  He  desires  to  use 
the  Cumorah  Southern  Cross  as  a 
medium  to  thank  his  many  friends 
for  their  kindnesses  to  him  and 
wishes  the  blessings  of  the  Master 

to  be  with  them. 

*  *  * 

Subscription  cost  for  Cumorah' s 
Southern  Cross  will  be  2s.  6d., 
which,  with  a  charge  of  6d.  for 
mailing,  makes  3s.  for  12  monthly 
issues  (75  cents  to  United  States). 
Subscriptions  will  be  taken  by  all 
elders,   or  may  be  sent  direct  to 

mission  headquarters. 

*  *  • 

This  change  will  make  for  a 
much  more  businesslike  arrange- 
ment, as  numbers  will  be  mailed 
direct  to  subscribers,  thus  avoiding 
unnecessary  delay  in  delivery.  It 
will  also  open  up  another  field, 
that  of  bringing  together  in  closer 
contact  the  missionaries,  saints, 
and  the  many  investigators  in 
South  Africa,  being  particularly 
valuable  to  families  living  at  great 
distances    from    branches    of    the 

Church. 

*  *  * 

The  first  number  will  be  distri- 
buted free  of  charge  by  the  elders. 
Future  numbers,  to  be  issued  on 


the  fifteenth  of  each  month,  will 
be  sent  mainly  through  the  mails. 
Although  the  total  cost,  3s.,  is  so 
low  as  to  be  within  the  reach  of 
all  families,  the  Mission  will  be 
glad  to  enter  widows  on  the  sub 
scription  list  free  of  charge,  upon 

notice  by  district  president. 

*  *  * 

A  list  of  the  saints  showing  their 
sales  of  Books  of  Mormon  is  not 
published  in  this  issue  of 
Cumorah's  Southern  Cross  owing 
to  the  fact  that  reports  have  not 
been  received  from  the  various  dis- 
tricts since  last  month. 

*  *  * 

Purely  as  a  means  of  spreading 
true  religion  and  stimulating  co- 
operative missionary  work  among 
the  saints,  a  volume  of  "Prophecies 
of  Joseph  Smith  "  and  £1  in  cash 
will  be  awarded  by  President  Don 
Mack  Dalton,  at  his  own  personal 
expense,  to  persons  in  the  South 
African  Mission  distributing  over 
fifty  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
before  31st  December.  In  addi- 
tion, the  person  distributing  the 
greatest  number,  over  fifty,  will 
receive  a  complete  set  of  books 
dealing  with  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
also    to    be    given    by    President 

Dalton. 

*  *         * 

District  presidents  are  urged  to 
encourage  and  assist  the  saints  in 
this  co-operative  missionary  work 
and  to  send  in  a  list  of  total  num- 
bers of  Books  of  Mormon  distri- 
buted by  the  saints  by  2nd  August, 
in  order  to  appear  in  the  next 
number. 
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MISSION   NEWS. 


Bloemfontein. 

W.  Holland,  Dist.  Pres,;  B.  Glynn,  Dist.  Clerk. 

The  Belief  Society  held  a  cake 
and  candy  sale  on  Wednesday,  29th 
May,  at  the  Mission  Hall.  In 
spite  of  rather  a  small  attendance 
a  goodly  sum  was  realised  by  the 
sisters. 

A  son  was  born  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Alexandre  A.  Greenberg  on 
15th  June.  Both  mother  and  child 
are  getting  along  well. 

On  24th  June  a  farewell  social 
was  held  for  Scouts  (Brothers) 
Harry  Spear,  Tommy  Turner  and 
Erick  Robinson,  who  left  the  next 
day  for  Durban  en  route  for  Eng- 
land, where  they  will  attend  the 
International  Scout  Jamboree. 

On  Friday  evening,  28th  June, 
another  farewell  social  was  given 
by  the  Branch  in  honour  of  Elder 
William  B.  Holland.  He  was  pre- 
sented with  gifts  from  the  Branch 
and  from  the  Belief  Society. 
President  Don  Mack  Dalton  was 
in  attendance. 

Kimberley. 

W.  Holland,  Dist.  Pres.;  B.  Glynn,  Dist.  Clerk. 

The  mother  of  Erick  Partridge 
passed  away  on  6th  June. 

Les.  T.  Lee  and  Matilda  Camp- 
bell were  married  during  the  latter 
part  of  June. 

President  Don  Mack  Dalton  and 
Elder  William  B.  Holland  arrived 
in  Kimberley  on  Friday,  29th 
June,  and  left  the  following  Mon- 
day for  Cape  Town.     There  was  a 


very  good  attendance  at  the  Sun- 
day School  and  the  evening  service, 
at  which  President  Dalton  spoke. 
Brother  and  Sister  Bolleurs  enter- 
tained President  Dalton  and  Elder 
Holland  at  dinner  on  Sunday. 

Elder  Bertram  J.  Glynn  made 
a  flying  trip  to  Johannesburg  to 
get  Gerald  Jenkins,  a  four-year-old 
boy  who  went  to  "  Cumorah  "  with 
President  Dalton,  and  who  will  l>e 
sent  to  his  grandmother  in  Salt 
Lake  City. 

Johannesburg. 

R.  Beckstead,  Dist.  Pres.  ;    0.  Alldredge,  Dist. 
Clerk  ;    Elder  H.  Smith  ;    Elder  A.  Berry. 

Greatly  increased  membership, 
due  largely  to  the  organisation  of 
a  subsidiary  branch  in  the  southern 
suburbs,  was  reported  by  the  sisters 
of  the  Johannesburg  Relief  Society 
in  the  conference  on  28th  May. 
Favourable  reports  were  submitted 
throughout,  and  a  healthy  condi- 
tion reflected.  Mission  President 
Don  Mack  Dalton  was  in  attend- 
ance. 

Harriet  Jane  Cobban  was  wel- 
comed into  the  fold  on  28th  May, 
being  baptized  by  Elder  A.  Kay 
Berry  and  confirmed  by  Elder 
Herman  J.  Smith. 

A  Branch  Officers  and  Teachers' 
Conference  Report  Meeting  was 
held  on  30th  May.  President 
Dalton,  who  was  in  attendance, 
gave  timely  instructions  and  sug- 
gestions, which,  if  carried  out,  will 
greatly  assist  in  furthering  the 
work. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the 
M.I. A.  a  successful  picnic  outing 
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was  enjoyed  by  the  saints  and 
friends  at  the  "  Zoo  Lake  "  on  31st 
May.  The  same  evening  President 
Dalton  and  Elder  Alldredge  left 
for  Durban  to  hold  Conference. 

President  Dalton,  accompanied 
by  District  President  Rex  C.  Ells- 
worth, of  Durban,  returned  to 
Johannesburg  on  7th  June.  The 
same  evening  an  impressive  bap- 
tizmal  service  was  held  at  which 
Frederick  John  Spear,  Georgina 
Stanely  Spear,  Frederick  John 
Spear,  Jun.,  and  Georgina  Stanely 
Spear,  Jun.,  were  baptized  by 
President  Reed  H.  Beckstead. 
Brother  Spear  and  family  have 
been  diligent  in  furthering  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  and  we  wish 
to  welcome  them  into  the  fold  and 
wish  them  added  joy  in  their  work. 

On  8th  June  President  Dalton 
and  Elder  Beckstead  visited  the 
Saints  at  Pretoria. 

The  local  Priesthood  met  to- 
gether in  Conference  on  9th  June, 
in  course  of  which  Brother  Mervil 
Howard  Engh  and  Brother  Ken- 
neth Peter  Engh  were  ordained 
Deacons  by  President  Dalton  and 
Elder  Beckstead  respectively. 
President  Dalton  concluded  his 
all-too-short  visit  to  the  district  on 
10th  June. 

President  Beckstead  and  Presi- 
dent Ellsworth  visited  Saints  and 
friends  in  Pretoria  from  17th  to 
19th  June,  and  reported  favourable 
conditions. 

The  M.I.  A.  of  the  Johannesburg 
Branch  conducted  an  enjoyable  and 
successful  social  on  21st  June,  in 


the  nature  of  a  "  Court  of  In- 
justice." Many  thanks  are  due 
the  worthy  prosecutor,  Mrs.  D.  K. 
Wanberg,  for  the  efficient  manner 
in  which  cases  were  prosecuted. 
All  present  enjoyed  many  a  good 
laugh. 

The  work  in  the  Western  Branch 
is  progressing.  Two  new  families 
of  investigators  are  regularly  at- 
tending meetings. 

Due  to  the  co-operation  of  saints, 
elders  and  friends,  many  new 
homes  have  been  opened  to  the 
visits  of  the  elders,  and  89  Books 
of  Mormon  have  been  distributed 
in  the  Johannesburg  District. 
Durban 

R.  Ellsworth,  Dis.  Prs.;  B.  Cutforth,  Dis.  Clerk 
On  1st  June  President  Don 
Mack  Dalton  and  Elder  O.  Layton 
Alldredge  arrived  in  Durban  from 
Johannesburg.  The  following  day, 
Sunday,  2nd  June,  Conference  was 
held  here  with  a  good  attendance 
at  all  meetings.  Elder  Alldredge 
and  President  Dalton  were 
speakers  at  the  evening  service. 

At  their  home,  the  three  sons 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  J.  Buckley 
were  blessed  on  3rd  June.  Dennis 
Otho  was  blessed  by  Elder  All- 
dredge; Hurl>ert  Ernest  by  Presi- 
dent Dalton,  and  Albert  Leslie  by 
District  President  Rex.  C.  Ells- 
worth. 

On  Thursday,  6th  June,  Presi- 
dent Dalton  returned  to  Johannes- 
burg accompanied  by  President 
Ellsworth.  Elder  Alldredge  re- 
mained in  Durban  for  several 
weeks'  missionary  work. 
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Sister  Phyllis  Hubert,  of  the 
Bloemfoutein  Branch,  arrived  in 
Durban  on  16th  June,  where  she 
spent  a  two-weeks'  holiday.  Sister 
Hubert  spoke  at  the  Sunday  even- 
ing service  on  23rd  June. 

At  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Sister 
J.  Moore,  a  branch  social  was  held 
recently.  In  spite  of  the  native 
riots  which  occurred  in  Durban 
that  night,  there  was  a  good  attend- 
ance. The  evening  was  spent  in 
playing  games. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  25th 
June,  President  Ellsworth  return- 
ed from  Johannesburg.  He  re- 
ports a  very  enjoyable  visit  there. 
Elder  Alldredge  returned  to 
Johannesburg  on  Saturday,  29th 
June,  after  spending  nearly  a 
month  in  Durban. 

East  London. 

C.  Larson.  Dis.  Pres.  ;     T.  Wilson,  Dis.  Clerk. 

District  President  Charles  W. 
Larson  and  Elder  Thomas  Y.  Wil- 
son left  East  London  on  17th  June 
for  Queenstown,  spending  a  profit- 
able eight  days  tracting  and  visit- 
ing with  friends.  Brother  and 
Sister  Kozakiewicz  kindly  accom- 
modated us  and  did  everything 
possible  for  our  comfort.  On 
Sunday  morning,  23rd  June, 
President  Larson  baptized  Delina 
Anna  Kozakiewicz,  eldest  daughter 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Kozakiewicz. 

We  left  Queenstown  on  the  even- 
ing of  25th  June  for  King  Wil- 
liam's Town,  where  we  stayed  for 
a  few  days  before  returning  to 
East  London. 


We  regret  to  report  the  death  of 
Mrs.  A.  D.  P.  J  ubber,  sister  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Charles  Jubber 
and  daughter-in-law  of  Brother  and 
Sister  B.  A.   T.  Jubber. 

Port  Elizabeth. 

S.  Free,  Dist.  Pres.;  C.  Christensen,  Dis.  Clerk. 

The  Port  Elizabeth  Annual 
Belief  Society  Bazaar  was  held 
on  7th  June.  Because  the  farmers 
were  favoured  with  rain  all  day, 
we  are  only  able  to  report  a  fair 
success.  A  repeat  sale  was  held 
conjointly  with  our  Mutual  Social 
the  following  evening,  proving 
quite  successful. 

Elders  W.  L.  Evans  and  L.  W. 
Hurst  arrived  here  on  18th  June, 
and  gave  their  lecture  the  follow- 
ing evening.  The  slides  were 
unusually  interesting  to  the 
Saints,  as  well  as  instructive. 
Although  no  Books  of  Mormon 
were  distributed,  the  people  de- 
parted with  a  wider  knowledge  of 
the  circumstances  that  go  to  prove 
its  divine  authenticity,  as  well  as 
a  picture  in  their  minds  of  Utah 
and  her  numerous  resources. 

The  eve  of  June's  full  moon 
(the  22nd)  was  celebrated  with  a 
branch  picnic  on  the  beach.  Games 
and  folk  dancing  were  enjoyed  by 
all,  in  the  moonlight. 

Last  and  most  important  in  the 
order  of  events  is  the  baptismal 
service  held  on  Monday,  24th 
June,  in  South  End  Valley,  where 
the  following  named  five  persons 
were  baptized  by  President  Shel- 
don    R.      Free:     Edgar     Street. 
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Petrus  Van  Vuuren,  B.  Cornelius 
Leroux,  Alma  Tela  Wassman  ;m<l 
Celia  Russel.  Immediately  fol- 
lowing, they  were  confirmed  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  by  President 
Free  and  Elder  Clare  B.  Christen- 
sen  at  a  service  held  under  the 
trees.  We  express  gratitude  and 
heartily  welcome  these  people  into 
the  Church. 

Cape  District. 

L.  Duncan,  Dist.   Pres.  ;    R,  Ellsworth,   Dist. 
Clerk  ;    Elder  G.  Maw  ;    Elder  C.  Barker. 

On  May  25th  District  President 
Leroy  H.  Duncan  and  Elder 
George  C.  Maw  left  for  the  Strand 
and  Stellenbosch  to  visit  the  saints 
and  friends  there,  returning  to 
"  Cumorah  "  on  :30th  May. 

The  Mowbray  Mutual  Improve- 
ment Association  met  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Murphy  on 
May  28th,  and  enjoyed  a  social 
evening  together. 

Our  Mowbray  Sunday  School 
officers  and  teachers,  combined 
with  the  Missionary  Class,  report 
a  very  enjoyable  dinner  party  held 
at  "  Cumorah  "  on  14th  June. 

District  President  Duncan  and 
Elder  Ray  Wm.  Ellsworth  left  on 
June  17th  for  De  Hoek  to  visit 
Brother  and  Sister  Van  Rynveldt. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beckbessinger  were 
very  kind  in  letting  them  stay  at 
their  home  and  in  taking  them  to 
Moorreesburg  the  following  day. 
They  report  a  good  visit  to  these 
two  places,  where  they  found  the 
saints  enjoying  the  blessings  of  the 
Gospel.     The  two  elders  returned 


on  June  20th.  While  at  De  iloek, 
President  Duncan  blessed  Valerie 
Grace  Beckbessinger,  infant 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beck- 
bessinger. 

On  June  23rd  President  Dun- 
can baptized  Stanley  George 
Harris  and  Edwina  Daphne 
Harris.  Stanley  was  confirmed 
by  Brother  Thomas  Wilson,  and 
Edwina  by  Elder  Maw.  Alma 
Myrtle  Margaret  Harris  was 
blessed  by  Brother  George  Kehl 
and  Robert  Cecil  Harris  was 
blessed  by  Elder  Vern  D.  Greene. 

While  out  at  Stellenbosch  and 
The  Strand  the  saints  and  friends 
provided  board  and  lodgings  for 
President  Duncan  and  Elder  Maw 
which  was  highly  appreciated. 


A  new  policy,  whereby  the 
Church  will  supply  tracts  free  of 
charge  to  all  missionaries  and  to 
saints  for  distribution  to  the  world, 
is  announced  in  a  recent  letter 
from  the  First  Presidency. 


Advertising. 


Advertising  matter  will  be  ac- 
cepted by  "  Cumorah's  Southern 
Cross,"  particularly  for  display 
on  all  cover  pages  but  the  first. 
A  choice  opportunity  is  offered 
advertisers  in  this  space,  rates 
for  which  will  be  quoted  upon 
request.  Saints  who  can  obtain 
live  prospects  for  advertising  will 
please  communicate  with  Mis- 
sion headquarters. 
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